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ers of Europe immediately followed. WTe are in- - j cash on account of the public debt, exclusive of inter-fluenc- ed

in this measure by the existing s nd pros-- ! et, have amounted to 701,456 56 ; which, how v-

- - f V, er, includes the Bum of under the 12lhimportance of the islands as a place o. u ,. Mex'ic0)8Fndpcctive of he w. the further eurntugeand refreshment for our vessels engaged in , of awarJsof .2fi9h2n 45heins the amount to
the whale fishery, and by the consideration that j American citizens under the late treaty with Mexico,
they he in the course of the great trade which must, ; for which the issue of utock was authorised, but which
at no distant day, be carried on between the west-- j w as paid in cash from the Treasury,
era coast of North America and Eastern Asia. The public debt on the 20th ult., exclusive of thf

We were also influenced by a desire that thore
' stock authorised to he issued to Texas by the act ot

President's Message.
fellow citizens of the Senate,

and of the House of Representatives :
I congratulate you and our common constituen-

cy upon the favorable auspices under which you
meet for your first session. Our country is at
peace with all the world. The agitation which,
for a time, threatened to disturb the fraternal rela-
tions which make us one people, is fast subsiding ;
and a year of general prosperity and health has
crowned the nation with unusual blessings. None
can look back to the dangers which are passed, or
forward to the bright prospect before us, without
feeling a thrill of gratification, at the same time
that he must be impressed with a grateful sense
of our profound obligations to a beneficent Provi-
dence, whose paternal care is so manifest in the
happiness of this highly favored land.

But what gives a peculiar criminality to this in-

vasion of Cuba is, that under the lead of Spanish
subjects, and with the aid of citizens of the United
States, it had it origin, with many in motives of
cupidity. Money was advanced by. individuals,
probably in considerable amounts, to purchase Cu-

ban bonds, as they have been called, issued by
Lopez, sold, doubtless, at a very large discount,
and for the payment of which the public lands and
public property of Cuba, of whatever kind, and
the fiscal resources of the people and Government
of that Island, from whatever source to be deriv-
ed, were pledged, as well as the good faith of the
Government expected to be established. All these
means of payment, it is evident, were only to be
obtained by a process of bloodshed, war, and rev-
olution. None will deny that those who set on
foot military expeditions against foreign States by
means like these, are far more culpable than the

! 9lh-- September, wa 62,560,395 26.

the preventive measures against the expeditions,
which the United States Government itself has de-
nounced ffs not being entitled to the protection of
any Government, no interference shall take place
with the lawful commerce of any nation.

In addition to the correspondence on this sub-
ject, herewith submitted, official information has
been received at the "Department of State, of as-

surances by the French Government that, in the
orders given to the French naval forces, they
were expressly'instructed, in any operations they
might engage in, to respect the flag of the United
States wherever it might appear, and to commit no
act of hostility upon any vessel or armament under
its protection.

Ministers and consuls of foreign nations are the
means and agents of communication between us
and those nations, and it is of the utmost impor-
tance that, while residing in the country, they
should feel a perfect security so long as they faith-
fully discharge their respective duties and are
guilty of no violation of our laws. This is the ad-
mitted law of nations, and no country has a deep-
er interest in maintaining it than the United
States.

Since the close of the last Congress, certain Cu
bans and other foreigners resident in the United
States, who were more or less concerned in the
previous invasion of Cuba, instead of being dis-

couraged by its failure, have again abused the
hospitality of this country, by making it the scene
of the equipment of another military expedition
ncrainst. that nossession of her Catholic tvmi-x&t.- in
which they were countenanced, aided and joined Aether further legislation be necessary to prevent
by citizens of the United States. On receiving in- - j the perpetration of such oflences m future,
telligence that such designs were entertained, 1 Ko individuals have a right to hazard the peace
lost no time in issuing sueh instructions to the of the C0UntT or violate Us laws upon vague no-prop- er

officers of the United States as seemed to t,08 of alte"nl? or ref?rmin? governments in oth-b- e

called for by the occasion. By the prockma- - " ates; . lhls PPe not only reasonable in
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TvrOGBAPAY AND HiDROLOGV OF THE MlSSSIS

su'H Valley. An interesting article with the
above title appears in the St. Louis Christian Ad- - i

voeate, aceorupauied by a table showing the length j

and navigability of the Mississippi and its numer- -

ous tributaries. The author estimates the aggre-
gate distance for which all these streams are navi-- :
gable at more than twenty thousand miles, and
the total length of the Mississippi and all its tri-- !

butaries at liny-on- e thousand miles. The follow-- .
ing recapitulation will show the basis of this as
tonishing estimate :

Kiveks. Miles.
Mississippi and tributaries not inclu-

ding those given below aggie-gat- e

length, 14.335
lied and all its tributaries, agg'e length 4,125
Arkansas, do do 5,540
White, do do 1.G50
Ohio, do do 10,170,
Missouri, do do 12,170
Illinois, do do 1,270
Wisconsin, do do 675 j

Mississippi, w ith all its inlets, 50,545
Outlets or bayous (in all) 455!

islands should not pass under the control of any
other great maitime State, but should remain in an
independent condition, and so be accessible and
useful to the commerce of all nations. I need r.ol
say that the importance of these considerations bus-bee-

greatly enhanced by the sudden and vast de-

velopment which the interests of the United States
have attained in California and Oregon ; and the
policy heretofore adopted in regard to thoe inlands
will be steadily pursued.

It is gratifying not only to those who consider
the commercial interests of nations, but also to all
who favor the progress of knowledge and the diffu-
sion of religion, to see a community emerge from a
savage state and attain such a degree of civiliza-
tion in those distant seas.

It is much to be deplored that the internal tran
quility of the Mexican republic should a train be
seriously disturbed ; for, since the peace between
that republic and the. United States, it had enjoy-
ed such comparative repose that the most favorable
anticipations for the future might, with a degree
of confidence, have been indulged. These, how-
ever, have been thwarted by the recent outbreak
in the State of Tamauiipas, on the right bank of
the Rio Bravo. Having received information that
persons from the United States had taken part in
the insurrection, and apprehending that their ex-

ample might be followed by others, I caused or-

ders to be issued for the purpose of preventing any
hostile expeditions against Mexico from being set
on foot in violation of the laws of the U. States.
I likewise issued a proclamation upon the subject,
a copy of which is herewith laid before you. This
appeared to be rendered imperative by the obliga-
tions of treaties and the general duties of good
neighborhood.

In my last annual message I informed Congress
that citizens of the United States had undertaken
the connexion of the two oceans by means of a
rail road across the Isthmus of Tehuantepcc, un-
der a grant of the Mexican government to a citi-

zen of that republic; and that this enterprise
would probably be prosecuted with energy when
ever Mexico should consent to such stipulations

. . ..x r .1 n. iwith the uovernment oi me unueu states as
should impart a feeling of security to those v. ho
should invest their property in the enterprize.

A convention between the two governments for
the accomplishment of that end has been ratified
by this Government, and only awaits the decision
of the Congress and the Executive.

Some unexpected difficulties and delays have
arisen in the ratification of that convention by
Mexico, but it is to be presumed that her decision
will be governed by just and enlightened views, as
well of the general importance of the object, as of
her own interests and obligations.

In negotiatingnipon this important subject, this
Government has had in view one, and only one,
object. The object has been, and is, the construc-
tion or attainment of a passage from ocean to
ocean, the shortest and the best for travellers and
merchandise, and equally open to all the w orld.
It has sought to obtain no territorial acquisition,
nor any advantage peculiar to itself ; and it would
see, with the greatest regret, that Mexico should
oppose any obstacle to the accomplishment f an
enterprise which promises so much eonvcrSencc to
the whole commercial world, and s'ueK emiirtnt
advantages to Mexico herself. Imprt.5fed with
these sentiments and these convictions, the Gov-

ernment will continue to exert all proper efforts to
bring about the necessary arrangement with the
republic of Mexico for the speedy completion of
the work.

For some months past the Republic of Nicara-
gua has been the theatre of one of those civil con-
vulsions, from which the cause of free institutions,
and the general prosperity and social progress of
the States of Central America have so often and
so severely suffered. Until quiet shall have been
restored, and a government apparently stab's
shall have been organized, no advance can pru
dently be made in disposing of the questions pen- -

dinar between the two countries.
I

I am happy to announce that an inter-ocean- ic

communication from the mouth of the St. John
to the Pacific has bee n so far accomplished as that
passengers have actually traversed it and mer-
chandise has been transported over it ; and when
the canal shall have been completed, according to
the original plan, the means of communication will
be further improved.

It is understood that a considerable part of the
railroad across the Isthmus of Panama has been
completed, and that the mail and passengers will
in future be conveyed tiiereon.

Whichever of the several routes between the
two oceans may ultimately prove most eligible for
travellers to and from the dinerent ctates on the
Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico and our coast on the
Pacific, there is little reason to doubt that all of
them will be useful to the public, and will liberally
reward that individual5 enterprise, by which alone
they have been or are to be carried into effect.

Peace has been concluded between the contend
ing parties in the Island of St. Domingo, and it is
hoped upon a durable basis. Such is the extent
of our commercial relations w ith that Island, that
the U. States cannot fail to feel a ttronjr interest
in its tranquility.

The office of Commissioner to China remains
unfilled ; several persons have been appointed
and the place has been offered to others, all of
whom

.

have declined its acceptance, on the ground
t 1 Milot the lnaaequacv oi ine compensation, ice an- -

rmal allowance bv lw is siv thmiaml. rhtllsre anA i....V. ' - " " .UV HWU V V..... U, WV

there is no provision for any outfit. I earnestlv
recommend the consideration of this subject to
Congress. Our commerce with China is highly
important, and is becoming more and more so, in
consequence of th increasing intercouse between
our ports on the Pacific coast and Eastern Asia.
China is understood to be a country in which liv
ing is very expensive, and 1 know ot no reason
why the American Commissioner sent hither

I- 1 V v? ftxl .r x it ft l r VSi ran n-- . w 4
S11UU1U 11UI, UC IJiav-C- 111 ICEIUU IU

on an equal footing with ministers w ho represent j

this country at the courts ot .Europe. , .
B v reference to the Report of the Secretary of the

Ireasury, it will be seen that the aggregate receipts I

ior me last nscai year amounted 10 S02,3J2,i ot ;

which; with the balance in the Treasury on the 1st of
July, 1850, gave, aa the available means for the year,
the'sum of $54,917,525 36.

The total . expenditures for the same period were
$43,005,878 68.
The total imports for the year "

cndingSOthJune.lSU.were . .$215,72.0.995
Of which there were in specie 4,967 ,C01

The experts for the sarne perl- -
' '' ' " $21717,130od were

Of which there were of domes- -

tic products " $ 178,5 1G.555

Fcreini woods 9,738,605
Sneeio - ' 29,231,880

' $217,512,130
j

; Since the Ist .cf December lust the payments in

The receipts for the next lineal year are estimated at
31,800,000,. which, with the probable unappropriated

balance in the Treasury, on the 30th June next, will
give, es the probable available means for that year, tha
sum of $03,258,743 09. .

It has been deemed proper, in view of tiie larue ex
penditure consequent upoa the aequisitKWaf territo-
ry from Mexico, that the estimates for the Sxt fiscal
year should btr laid before Congress in such raanin-- r

as to distinguish the expeuditures so required from l!.o
otherwise ordinary demands upon the Treasury.

The total expenditures for the next fiscal year arc
estimated at $12,89299 19, of which there is required
for the ordinary purposes of the Government, other
than those consequent upon the acquisition of our new
Territories, and deducting the payments on account of
the public debt, the sum of $33,342,198 08 ; and for
the purposes connected directly or indirectly witfc those
Territories, ami in the fulfillment of the oblation.

"(of the Government, contracted in conse(Uliic of
their acquisition, the sum of $9,518,101 11.

If the views of the Secretary of the Trcasurj iiv
reference to the expenditures required for these Terri-
tories shall be met by corresponding action on the part,
of Congress, and appropriations made in accordance
therewith, there will be an estimated unappropriated
balance in the Treasury on the 30th June, 1M53, of

20,306,443 90, wherewith to meet that pcrtiun of
the public debt due on the first July following, smount-in- g

to 6,237,931 35, as well as sny appropriations
i which may be made beyond the estimates.

In thus referring to the estimated expenditures on
account of our newly-acquire- d Territories, I may ex-

press the hope that Congress will concur with mi in
the desire that a liberal course of policy may be pur-
sued towards them, and that every obligation, cxpre.- - s
or implied, entered into ia consequence of the acqui-
sition, shall be fulfilled by the most liberal appropria-
tions for that purpose.

The values of our domestic exports for the la.--t fis-

cal year, as compared with those of the previous year,
exhibit an increase of $43,646,322. At first view, this
condition of our trade with foreign natioHs would
seem to present the most flattering hopes of its future
prosperity. An examination of the details of our ex-

ports, however, will show that the increased value of
cur exports for the last fiscal year is to be found in tlnj
high price of cotton which prevailed during the lirt
half .of that year, which price has since declined :;lout
, ,r

..iK.-iia.- il,

tm. r r unj...(r.. .i ;

pjons, Xvhich it was supposed the incentive of a low
j tariff' and large importations from abroad would have
! crreatly Eugrmented, have fallen from $68,701,921, in

1847, to $26,051,373, in 1850, and to $21,948,653, in
1851, with a strong probability, amounting almost to
a certainty, of a still further reduction m tne current
year.

The aggregate value of rice exported during the last
fi.-c-al year, as compared with the previous year, also
exhibit a decrease amounting to $460,917, which, with
a decline in the values of the exports of tobacco for
the same period, make an aggregate decrease in theso
two articles of $1,156,751.

The poliay w hich dictated a low rate of duties ca
foreign merchandise, it was thought by those who pro-
moted and established it, would tend to benefit the
farming population of this country, by increasing the
demand and raising the price of agricultural products
in foreign markets.

The foregoing fects, however, seem to show incon-testib- ly

that no such result has followed the adoption
of this policy. On the contrary, notwithstanding the
repeal of the restrictive corn laws in Eng.aml, .he
foreign demand for the products of the xmerican far-

mer has steadily declined, since the short crops and
consequent famine in a portion of Europe have been
happily replaced by full crops and comparative abund
ance of food.

It will be seen, by recurring to the, commercial sta-
tistics for the past that the value .of our domes-
tic exports has been" increased in the single item of
raw cotton by $40,000,000 over the value of that ex-

port for the year preceding. ' This is not, due to any
increased general demand for tht article, but to the
short crop of the preceding year, which created an in-

creased demand and an augmented price for. the crop
of last year. Should the cotton crop now goiug for-- w

ard to market be only equal in quantity to that of tke
preceding year, and be sold at the present prices, then
there would be a falling off in the value of our ex-

ports for the present fiscal year, of at least $10,000,000
compared with the amount exported for the year end-

ing 3th June, 1351.
The production of gold in California for the pat

year seems to promise a large supply ot that metal
Irom that quarter for some time to come. 1 his large
annual increase of the currency of the world must be
attended with its usual results. These have beeu
already partially disclosed in the enhancement of pri- -.

ces and a rising spirit of speculation and adventure
tending to overtrading, as well at home as abroad.
Unless some salutary check ehalL be given to thete
tendencies, it is to be feared that importations of for-

eign goods beyond a healthy demand in this country
will lead to a sudden drain of the precious metals from
us, bringing with it as it has done in former times,
the most disastrous consequences to the business tnd
capital of the American people.

The exports of specie to liquidate our foreign debt
during the past fiscal year, have been $24,263,979 over
the amount Of specie imported. The exports.of spe-

cie during the first quarter of the present fiscal yetir
have been $14,651,827. Should specie continue to be
exported at this rate for the remaining three quarters
of this year, it will drain from our metallic currency
during the year ending 30th June, 1852, the enornu
amount of $58,607,308.

In the present prosperous condition of the nationiiT
finances, it will become the duty of CongTcss to con-

sider the best mode of paying off the public debt.- - If
the present and anticipated surplus in the Treasury
should not be employed in such way, and under eucii
restaictions as Congress may enact, in extinguishing
the outstanding debt of the nation.

By reference to the Act of Congress, approved
1850, it will be seen that, ia consideratio:i

of certain concessions, by the State of Texas, it is
provided that the " United States shall pay the St;tf
ol Texas the sum of. ten muueus ot uoitars, in a htoci;
bearing

C--
five Der cent, interest, and redeemable

, , ,
at the

ena oi iourieen years, uie iniereti. pojauu.- - ixn cm-l- y,

at the Treasury of the United States."
In the same section of the law it is further provided

" that no more than five millions of said stock ehuil
be issued until the creditors of the State holding bonds
and other certificates of the stock of Tesce, or which
duties on imports trere spctiaUy pledged, shall first filo

at the Treasury of the United States releases of all
claims against the United States, for or on account ci
said bonds or certificates, in such form as shall be prc--Ki

rihpd hv the Secretary of the Treasary, and a:-- 'r, . .. - V llnltaA M
,r

f releaBe thus provided for has been pre- -
-- cribed bv the Secretary of tire Treasury, and aj,- -
proved. It has been published in all the leading new s- -
papers in the commercial cities ot the united stales
and all persons holding claims of th kind specified in
the foregoing proviso, were requi.'ed to file their re-le- ases

(in form thus prescribed) in the Treasury of
the United States, on or before the jst day of October
1S51. Although this publication has been contiuued
frcm the 25th day cf March, 1851, yet up to the lat
of October last, comparatively few releases had been
filed by the creditors of Texas.

The autorities of the Stote of Texas, ntthe request
of the Secretary of the Treassry, have furnished a
schedule of the public debt of that State created price,
to her admission into the Union, with a copy of the
laws under which each class was contracted.

I have, from the documents furnished by the Stat? .

of Texas, determined the classes of chum which in
my judgment fall within the provisions .of the ft eF
Congress of the 9th of September. 1850.' '

- , 11 1 .1 1gnoraniana ine necessitous whom they induce to
& ortu as tne ostensible parties in the proceeding.
lhese originators ot the invasion oi Cuba seem to
have determined, with coolness and system, upon
an undertaking which should disgrace their coun-
try, violate its laws, and put to hazard the lives of

and deluded men. You will consider J

l"" "u m comanwi n puoiic law, out is en- -
srraiteu into the codes of oilier nations as well as

But while suchour own. etie nit: te iiumems UI
-

this Government, it may be added that every m- -
dependent
, nation must be presumed to be able

y
to

attend its possessions against unauthorized mdi- -
ividuals banded together to attack them. The

Government of the United States, at all times since:its establishment, has abstained and has sought to
- ... .

restrain the citiaens
.

of the country, from entering
into controversies between other powers, and to ob--
serve ii.ii.-- t neutrality. At an earlv pe- -

nod ot the Government, m the administration of
Washington, several laws were passed fortius
pHrpO-'- The main provisions of these laws were

by the act of April, 1818, by which,
amongst other things, it was declared that if any
person shall, within the lerritory or jurisdiction of
the United States, begin, or set on foot, or pro-
vide, or pi t pare the means for any military expe-
dition or enterprise to be carried on from thence
against the territory or dominion of any foreign
prince or State, or of any colony, district, or peo-
ple with whom the United States are at peace, ev-

ery person so offending shall be deemed guilty of
a high misdemeanor, and shall be fined, not ex-

ceeding three thousand dollars, and imprisoned
not more than three yoars ; and this lawJias been
executed and enforced, to the full extent of the
power of the Government, from that day to this.

In proclaiming and adhering to the doctrine of
neutrality and the United States
have not: followed the lead of other civilized na
tions ; they have taken the lead themselves, and

ave been tollowed by others, lhis was admit
ted by one of the most eminent of modern British
Statesman, who said in Parliament, while a minis-
ter of the crown, "that, if he wished for a guide in
a system of neutrality, he should take tliat laid
down by America in the days of Washington and
the secretary-shi- p of Jefferson and "we'iee, in
fact, that the act of Congress of 1018 was follow-
ed, the succeeding year, by an aat of the Parlia-
ment of England, substantially the same in its
general provisions. Up to that time there had
been no similar law in England, except certain
highly penal statutes passed in the reign of George
II., prohibiting English subjects from enlisting in
foreign service, the avowed object of which statutes
was, that foreign armies, raised for the purpose of
restoring the house ot btuartto the throne, should
not be strengthened by recruits from England
herself.

All must see that difficulties may arise in carry-
ing the laws referred to into execution in a coun-
try now having three or four thousand miles of sea
coast, with an infinite number of ports and har-
bors and small inlets, from some of which unlawful
expeditions may suddenly set forth, without the
knowledge of Government, against the possessions
of foreign States.

Friendly relations with all, but entangling al-

liances with none, has long been a maxim with us.
Our true mission not to propagate our opinions,
or impose upon other countries our form of gov-
ernment, by artifice or force ; but to teach by ex-

ample, and show by our success, moderation and
justice, the blessings of and the
advantages of free, institutions." Let every people
choose for itself, and make and alter its political
institutions to suit its own condition and conveni-
ence. But, while we avow and maintain this neu-
tral policy ourselves, we are anxious to seethe
same forbearance on the part of other nations,
whose forms of government are different from our
own. The deep interest which we feel in the
spread of liberal principles and the establish-
ment of free governments, and the sympathy with
which we witness every struggle against oppres-
sion, forbid that we should be indifferent to a case
in which the strong arm of a foreign power is in-

voked to stifie public sentiment and repress the
spirit of freedom in any country.

The governments of Great Britian and France
have issued orders to their naval commanders on
the West India station to prevent by force, if ne-

cessary, the landing of adventurers from any na-

tion on the Island of Cuba with hostile intent.
The copy of a memorandum of a conversation on
this subject between the Charge d'A flairs of her
Brittanic Majesty and the Acting Secretary of
State, and of a subsequent note of the former to
the Department of State, are herewith submitted,
together with a copy of a note of the Acting Sec-

retary of State to the Minister of the French re-

public, and of the reply of the latter, on the same
subject. These papers will acquaint you with the
grounds of this interposition of the two leading
commercial powers of Europe, and with the ap-

prehensions, which this Government could not fail
to entertain, that such interposition, if carried into
effect, might lead to abuses in derogation of the
maritime rights of the United States, The mari-
time rights of the United States are founded on a
firm, secure, and well-defin- ed basis ; they stand
upon the ground of National Independence and
public law, and will be maintained in all their full
and just extent.

The principle which this Government has here-
tofore solemnly announced, it still adheres to, and
will maintain under all circumstances and at all
hazards. That principle is, that every regularly
documented merchant vessel, the crew who navi-

gate, and those on board of it will find their pro-
tection in the flag which is oyer them. No Amer-
ican ship can be allowed to- - be visited or searched
for the purpose of ascertaining the character of
individuals on board, nor can there be allowed any
watch by the vessels of any foreign nation over
American vessels on the coasts of the United
States or the seas adjacent thereto.. It will be
seen by the last communication from the British
Charge d' Affairs to the Department of State, that
he is authorized to assure the Secretary of State
that every care will be taken that, in execiftinj

.Our commerce spreads over every sea and vis
its every clime, and our ministers and consuls are
appointed to protect the interests of that com-
merce, a3 well as to guard the peace of the coun-
try and maintain the honor of its flag. But how can
they discharge these duties unless they be them-
selves protected ; and, if protected, it must be by
the laws of the country in which they reside.
And what is due to our own public functionaries
residing in foreign nations is exactly the measure
of what is due to the functionaries of other govern-
ments residing here. As in war, the bearers of
flags of truce are sacred, or else wars would be in-

terminable, so in peace, embassadors, public min-
isters, and consuls, charged with friendly nation-
al intercourse, are objects of especial respect and
protection, each according to the rights belong-
ing to his rank and station.

In view of these important principles, it is with
deep mortification and regret I announce to you
that, during the excitement growing out of the
executions at Havana, the office of her Catholic
majesty's consul at New Orleans was assailed by
a mob, his property destroyed, the Spanish flag
found in the office carried off and torn in pieces,
and he himself induced to flee for his personal
safety, which he supposed to be in danger. On
receiving intelligence of these events, I forthwith
directed the attorney of the United States residing
at New Orleans to inquire into the facts and the
extent of the pecuniary loss sustained by the con
sul, with the intention of laying them before you,
that you might make provision for such indemnity
to him as a just regard for the honor of the nation
and the respect which is due to a friendly power,
might in your judgement seem to require. The
correspondence upon this subject between the Sec
retary of State and her Catholic majesty's minister
plenipotentiary is herewith transmitted.

The occurrence at New Orleans has led me to
give my attention to the state of our laws in re-

gard to foreign embassadors, ministers and consuls.
I think the legislation of the country is deficient in
not providing sufficiently

.
either for the protection

11. i r i x.iq-- ine punishment oi consuls. j. inereiore re
commend the subject to the consideration of Con-
gress. .. i i , - -

Your attention is again invited to the question
of reciprocal trade between the United States and
Canada and other British possessions near our
frontier. Overtures for a convention upon this
subject have been received from her Britanic
Majesty's Minister Plenipotentiary, but it seems
to be in many respects preferable that the matter
should be regulated by reciprocal legislation.
Documents are laid before you showing the terms
which the British government is willing to offer,
and the measures which it may adopt, if some ar-

rangement upon this subject shall not be made. -

f!From the accompanying copy of a note from the
British Legation at Washington, and the reply of
the Department of State thereto, it will appear that
her Brittanic Majesty's government is desirous
that a part of the boundary line between Oregon
and the Brittish possessions should be authorita-
tively marked out, and that an intention was ex-
pressed to apply to Congress for an appropriation
to defray the expense thereof on the part of the
United States. Your attention to this subject is
accordingly invited, and a proper appropriation
recommended.

A convention for the adjustment of claims of
citizens of the United States against Portugal has
been concluded, and the ratificr.tions have been ex-

changed. The first instalment of the amount to
be paid by Portugal fell due on the 30th hf Sept.
last, and has been paid.

The President of the French republic, accord-
ing to the provisions of the convention, has been
selected as arbiter in the case of the Gen. Arm-

strong ; and has signified that he accepts the trust
and the high satisfaction he feels in acting as the
common friend of two nations, w ith which France
is united by sentiments of sincere and lasting
amity.

The Turkish government has expressed its
thanks for the kind reception given to the Sultan's
agent, Amin Bey, on the occasion of his recent
visit to the United States. On the 28th of Febru-
ary last a despatch was addressed by the Secretary
of State to Mr. Marsh, the American Minister at
Constantinople, instructing him to ask of the Tur-
kish government permission for the Hungarians,
then imprisoned within the dominions of the Sub-
lime Porte, to remove to this country. On the 3d
of March last both Houses of Congress passed a
resolution requesting the President to authorize
the employment of a public vessel to convey to this
country Louis Kossuth and his associates in cap-
tivity. '

' The instruction above referred to was complied
with, and the Turkish government having releas-
ed Governor Kossuth and his companions from
prison, on the 10th September last, they embark-
ed on board of the United States steam frigate
Mississippi, which was selected to carry into effect
the resolution of Congress. Governor Kossuth
left the Mississippi at Gibralta, for the purpose of
making a visit-t- o England, and may shortly be
expected in New York. By communications to
the Department of State he has expressed his grate-
ful acknowledgements for the interposition of this
Government in behalf of himself and his associates.
This country has justly been regarded as a safe
asylum for those whom political events have exiled
from their own homes in Europe ; and it is recom-mendede- d

to Congress to cousider in what man-

ner Governor Kossuth and his companions, brought
hither by its authority, shall be received and treat-
ed. , '. .... '

It is earnestly to be hoped that the differences
which have some time past been pending between
the Government of the French Republic and that
of the Sandwich Islands, may be peaceably and
durably adjusted, so as to secure the independence
of tho?e Islands. Long before the events which
have of late imparted so much importance to the
possessions of the United States on the Pacific,
we acknowledged the Independence of the Ha-
waiian 'Government. This Government was first
in taking that step, and several of thc,'kading pow

tinn a com of which is herewith submitted. I also.rjwarned those who miht be in danger of being in- -

veigled into this scheme of its unlawful character, !.,
? -

and of the penalties which they would incur. For
sometime there was reason to hone1 that these,
measures had sufficed to prevent any such at-- 1

:

tempt.
.

This hope, however, proved to be delu-- !

sive. v ery earlv in the morning of the third of -
'

August, a steamer called the Pampero departed
from Iew Orleans tor Cuba, thaving on board up-- 1r,
wards of four hundred armed men, with evident
. . .

mtentions to make war upon the authorities of the
, , .T rn v.- - c x i.isiaiiu. i ins e. iitumou was tct uu 1001 in uaipa- -

bh? violation of the laws of tin; United States. I ts
Ix.a. Amr c n Ssr!ir?'jrl

. , nnl cxvxiral f tba Viixf
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fleers, and some others engaged in it, were for
eigners. The persons composing it, however,
were mostly citizens of the United States.

Before the expedition set out, and probably be-

fore it was organized, a slight insurrectionary
movement, which appears to have been soon sup-
pressed, had taken place in the eastern quarter of
Cuba. The importace of this movement was

so much exaggerated in the accounts
of it published in this country, thai these adven-
turer Mtm to have been led !o btlicve that the
Creole population of the Island not only desired to
throw oil the authority of the mother country, but
had resolved upon that step, and had begun a
well-concert- enterprise for effecting it. The
persons eiiti;t'eu. o .f. .

in the expedition were Lreneraiiy ;

and 1 he steamer which .voung in, , , , ,. , , .
they embarked lett iew urieans stealthily and '

..r . 1 . . . . . t- - i, .wunout a clearance. Alter loucning at jvey w est, 1

sue proceeaeu to me coasi 01 uoa, ana, on tne
1 xl d1 I f 1

nignt between tne litnanu ism oi .august, land-
ed the persons on board at I'laytas, within about
twenty leagues of Havana.

The main body of them proceeded to, and took
possession of, an inland village Six'leagues'distant,
leaving others to follow in charge of the baggage,
as soou as the means of transportation could be
obtained. The latter, having taken up their line
of march to connect themselves with the main
body, and having proceeded about four leagues
into the country, were attacked on the morning of
the 13th by a body of Spanish troops, and a bloo-
dy conflict ensued ; after which they retreated to
the place of disembarkation, where about, fifty of
them obtained boats, and therein.
They were, however, intercepted among the keys
near the shore by a Spanish steamer cruising on
the coast, captured and carried to Havana, and,
after being examined before a military court, were
sentenced to be publicly executed, and the sen-

tence was carried into effect on the 16th day of
August.

On receiving information of what had occurred,
Commodore Foxhall A. Parker, was instructed
to proceed in the steam-frigat- e Saranac to Ha-
vana, and inquire into the charges against the per-
sons executed, the circumstances under which
they were taken, and whatsoever referred to their
trial and sentence. Copies of the instructions
from the Department of State to him, and of his
letters to that Department are herewith submit
ted.

According to the record of the examination, the
prisoners all admitted the offences charged against
them, of being hostile invaders ot the island. At
the time of their trial and execution the main body
of the invaders was still in the field, making war
upon the Spanish authorties and Spanish subjects.
After the lapse of some days, being overcome by
the Spanish troops, they dispersed on the 24th of
August ; Lopez, their leader, was captured some
days after, and executed on the 1st of September.
Many of his remaining followers were killed, or
died of hunger or fatigue, and the rest were made
prisoners. Of these, none appear to have been
tried or executed. Several of them were pardon
ed upon application of their friends and others, and
the rest, about one nundrea ana sixty m numper,
were sent to Spain. Of the final disposition made
of these we have no official information.

Such is the melancholy result of this illegal and
ill-fat- expedition. Thus, thoughtless young
men have been induced, by false and fraudulent
representations, to violate the law of their country,
through

.

rash and unfounded expectations of assist- -

T I 1 ' 1 l.x! ,xlin" to Hccompnsn pomicai revolutions in omer
S ates, and have lost their lives in the undertaking.
Too severe a judgment can hardly be passed, by
the indignant sense of the community, upon those
who, being better informed themselves, have yet
led away the ardor of youth and an
love of political liberty. The correspondence be-

tween this Government and that of Spain relating
to this transaction is herewith communicated.

Althouo-- these offenders against the laws have
forfeited the protection of their country, yet the
Government may, so far as is consistent with its
obligations to other countries, and its fixed pur-
pose to maintain and enforce the laws, entertain
sympathy for their unoffeding families and friends,
as well as a feeling' of compassion for themselves.
Accordingly no proper effort has been spared, and
none will be spared, to procure the release of such
citizens of the United States, engaged in this un-
lawful enterprise, as are now in confinement in
Spain ; but it is to be hoped that such interposi-
tion with the government of that country may not
be considered as affording any ground of expecta-
tion that the Government of the United States will,
hereafter feel itself under any obligation of duty to
intercede for the liberation or pardon, of such per
sons as are flagrant offenders against the law of
nations and the laws.ot the united estates, lhese
laws must be executed. If we desire to maintain
our respectability among the nations of the earth,
it behooves us to enforce steadily and sternly the
neutrality acts passed, by Congress, and to follow,

as far as may be, the yiolation of those acts with

condign punishment.

Total length of " The Great Liver,"
with all its parts, 51,000
"With such great natural facilities for commer-

cial pursuits, with corresponding agricultural ad-

vantages, what wonder is it that the Great West,
so late a wilderness, is making such rapid progress
in the upward scale of civilization and wealth ?

If no other portion of the globe has shown such
wonderful and sudden changes as the Mississippi
Valley, surely no other can show such good title
to the ameliorating hand of man.

The Syracuse slave rioters were ordered last
week to give bail or goto jail. For five of them
the amount of bail was put at 82,000. For three
negroes it was put at $500. Cheap enough, one
would suppose, for what is called high treason in
some quarters.

Senator Seward the "higher law" man
went on all their bonds. A paper giving an ac-

count of the examination, says :

A similar bond was executed for the three col-

ored men in the sum of 500 each Gov. Seward
signing all three of the bonds. As he signed the
second one, he remarked to the friends about him,
that he did not suppose such an act could be regar-
ded as a recognition of the moral obligation of
the fugitive slave law. And turning to the dis-

trict attorney, playfully inquired whether signing
such a bond would come under the head of con-

structive "treason."
After this the Senator invited all hands to his

house where they were treated like martyrs.

A terrific clap of thunder, neither preceded nor
followed by any other, astonished the people of
East Dumfries, Canada, on Friday last. Some
men were at work in a field, and without notice,
were thrown down by the lightning, and render-
ed for a few seconds powerless, whilst the flash
expended its power on a neighboring tree, which
it shivered and set on fire. The thunder instantly
followed the flash, and it was of the most awful
description.

The London Times says, that marks of royal
favor are about to be conferred upon the designer,
the architect, and the engineer of the Crystal
Palance. Mr. Paxton, Mr. Fox, and Mr. Cubitt
are to be knighted.

Barnum publishes a card in the New York pa-

pers explicitly contradicting the story that he had
been negotiating with Lola Montes, with a view
of bringing her to the United States for a profes-
sional tour, a la Jenny Lind.

A Gekcike Bloomer. JA young lady from
Warwick, New York, promenaded Wa.-hingt-on

city, yesterday morning in the Bloomer costume
. a leghorn hat', green silk tunic, and white satin
pants. She was accompanied by her brother and
sister-in-la- and though the admired of many, no
impudent train followed her.

Another Rescue of a Fugitive. A few days
ao-o- . a fugitive slave was arrested at Ottawa, 111.,

and aa officer started to convey him to his owner
at St. Louis. He had not proceeded far, however
before he was attacked by a mob and the fugitive
rescued.

Prof. Pao-- gave an exhibition of his new elec--
x . - - L.m.l 1 V.mVnrl- -

engine at tne laueiuaic, xn
on Tuesday evenincr. The audience was compos
ed of only a fiv invited comDrisiner edi
tors scientific gentlemen, and a few others. The
results of the experiments were highly satisfac-
tory. --

The Boston "hen fever" is about to break out
again. On the 11th of Noyember there is to be
a poultry-- Convention or Fair, to last four years.
There will be considerable crowing, as the general
election takes place at the same time.

In France a new Ministry had been formed :

Corrin, Attorney General ; Turgot, Foreign Af-
fairs ; Girard, Instruction ; Cassabianca, Com-
merce ; St. Armand, War ; Fortoul, Marine ;
Uondel, Finance.


